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‘The Hobbit’ travels to Westampton for a visit

By Gail T. Boatman
Spacial to To Do

uring the Middle Ages,
troupes of aciors trav-
gled from place 1o place
in England, staging
plays that browgh! stones of
haroas and villains 1o audisncas.
The San Diago, Calif -based
Traveling Lantern Company is

today’s version of those early play-

Brs,

Friday, the company armives al
the Burlington County Library mn
Wesiampton 1o perorm “The
Habbit,” the J. R. R. Tolkien tale
that began “The Lord of the

The Hobbit with the
Traveling Lantern Company
Where: Burlinglon County

Library, 5 Pioneer Bivd,,
Weastampion
When: Fricay at 7 p.m.
Admission: Free
Intormation: G0 267-5660,
et 308

Rings.” The program, which begins
al 7 p.m., 15 one of the library's
sares of Friday nighl events for
famases,

It & the story of how Bilbo

Baggins, a hobbd, lound thea ring,”
said K. B. Marcer, an acior who
with har husband, Doren Elias,
also an actor, oparates Traveling
Lantern. "|f's a prequel to The
Lard of the Rings, ™ Mercer said

A two-person acting team from
the company will bring o life &
wordd peophed by the comior-lov-
ing hobbits, ehvas, rolls, & wizard,
a dragon, and of course, Gollum,
@ craalune who lives in a dark,
damp place.

O mission i 1o bring the
theatncal experience 1o childnen,
1o excile their minds and tickle
Thedr imaginaticns,” Marcar said.

The aclors, Greg Lawson and
Greg Tankersley, balong lo one of

six Traveling Lantern teams that
Criss-cross the Unilad States, car-
rying with them the magic of the-
ater. They travel in vans and being
along their costumes, sefs and
props

Thiear set, redesigned this year,
is collapsible and can be set up
and dismantled quickly and easily
fof the perormance. Othes isams
travel throughout other parts of
e Gountry, incheding the
Midwest, the Southwest and
Texas.

Lok the irsrant noupes in ha
Middla Ages, Traveling Lantem
bebevas n insohing avdianca
members in the production. “They
will boo the villain, warn of danger

o= ey °

Greg Tankersiey (left) and
Greg Lawson will perform in
*The Hobbit” on Friday night at
the Burlington County Library.

and even become charachers.”
Mercer said, noting that the com-
pany has about 20 different pro-
ductions in its reperioine,



